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Reviews of Mozart Opera Arias and Overtures, Christian Baldini, 
Elizabeth Watts, Scottish Chamber Orchestra. Linn Records 

 
"Christian Baldini makes an impressive recording debut with the SCO, bringing real drive 
and focus to overtures from Le nozze di Figaro, Idomeneo, Don Giovanni, La clemenza di 
Tito, La finta giardiniera and Così fan tutte. Thrilling stuff" (Stephen Pritchard, The 
Observer) 
 
"a flexibility, evident here in the rhetorical risk-taking of the orchestral playing [...] this is 
an ensemble alive to every shifting mood and expressive possibility. The results are giddily 
exciting; I defy you not to rush immediately to the opera house after listening to this 
album." (Alexandra Coghlan, Sinfini)  
 
"the colourful playing of the Scottish Chamber Orchestra in the overtures, their sinewy, 
period-influenced Mozartian style honed under Mackerras" (Richard Wigmore, 
Gramophone) 
 
“That the overtures are as much of a pleasure to listen to as the arias is thanks to the 
exceptional qualities of the SCO under conductor Christian Baldini – never rushing, usually 
finding the perfect tempo …” (David Nice, BBC Music Magazine – Recording of the Month) 
 
"This disc invites repeated listening and is highly recommended." (Blair Sanderson, All 
Music) 
 
"Christian Baldini elicits lively, but never hard driven, performances from the thirty six 
members of the Scottish Chamber Orchestra whose period influenced style (natural horns, 
timpani played with hard sticks etc.) is a delight. Elizabeth Watts' voice is set in perfect 
perspective with the orchestra ensuring that the characterful winds are always audible." 
(Graham Williams, SA-CD.net) 
 
"This sparkling recording features the Scottish Chamber Orchestra under Christian Baldini 
conducting a personal selection of arias from six of Mozart's well-loved operas, alongside 
their respective overtures." (Classic FM, Album of the Week) 
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